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Media Push
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Emergency Funding Relief

CRRSAA

• Includes $14 billion for transit 
agencies nationwide

– $2.1 billion for California’s transit 
agencies

• Status: Signed by President Trump 
on December 27

American Rescue Plan

• Includes $30 billion for transit 
agencies nationwide 

– $3.99 billion for California’s transit 
agencies

• Status: Signed by President Biden 
on March 11

5



Breakdown of National Transit Funding

• $30.5 billion allocated as follows:

– FTA 5307: $26.086 billion 

– FTA 5310:  $50 million 

– FTA 5311: $317.2 million 

– FTA 5311(f): $100 million 

– Discretionary: $2.207 billion 

– FTA 5309 (CIG plus up): $1.675 billion 
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California Transit Agencies’ Share

• FTA 5307: $3,959,863,509 

• FTA 5311: $27,104,027

• FTA 5310 (Pop. 200k >): $4,282,420

• FTA 5310: (Pop. 50k-200k): $979,535

• FTA 5310 (Pop. 50k <): $395,148

TOTAL: $3,992,624,639
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Vaccine Prioritization for Transit Workers
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Transportation and logistics – public 
transit/airport and commercial airlines

• Public transit workers, including airport workers 
for commercial airlines (but not private 
airplanes), will be eligible for COVID-19 
vaccination. They are at high risk for 
occupational exposure, and maintaining 
continuity of transportation operations is critical.

• See CDPH’s Provider Bulletin (updated on 
March 11, 2021) for details, including a fact 
sheet on vaccines for people with high-risk 
medical conditions or disabilities.

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Provider-Bulletin-2-12-21.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/vaccine-high-risk-factsheet.aspx


Statutory Relief for Transit Agencies
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Hold Harmless Provision for STA, STA-SOGR, LCTOP

Suspension of Financial Penalties (TDA)

Suspension of Financial Restrictions (STA)

Exclusions to Calculation of Farebox Recovery Ratios/Efficiency Criteria

Temporary Suspension of Farebox Recovery Ratios/Efficiency Criteria

Streamlining of TDA Performance Audits



Why These Actions Matter
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survey conducted by Transit App

92% of today’s riders are using transit to commute to work. Many riders 
are essential workers. Many have no other transportation options.

• Pre-crisis, transit ridership reflected a 50/50 gender split; today, 56% of riders are female.
• Since the pandemic, Black and Latino riders comprise the majority of transit riders.
• More than 20% work in health care services. Almost 20% work in food preparation.
• Transit is increasingly vital to the equitable distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
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Future of Transit Report

• Includes 17 recommendations 
with examples from California

– 11 operational/technological 
recommendations

– 6 policy recommendations

• Provides readers with additional 
background on the Association’s 
survey process, prioritization, 
sources
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Policy Recommendations 

1. Provide emergency funding to transit agencies
2. Institute new local government funding options to support transit and 

infrastructure near transit
3. Expedite transit project delivery
4. Increase funding for zero-emission buses and charging/refueling 

infrastructure
5. Authorize operation of transit buses on highway shoulders
6. Continue to move projects through the CIG pipeline
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2. Institute New Local Government 
Funding Options

• Supporting ACA 1 (Aguiar-Curry) to lower voter-threshold for 
special taxes

– Supports passage of local option sales taxes

– Increases funding available to transit projects 
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3. Expedite Transit Project Delivery

• Supporting SB 44 (Allen) to create expedited judicial and 
administrative review for transformative transit projects

• Implementing SB 288 (Wiener) to exercise short-term statutory 
exemptions to CEQA
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4. Increase Funding for ZEBs, 
Infrastructure
• Supporting Administration’s proposed $1.5 billion investment in 

ZEVs and ZE Infrastructure
– $465 million for clean vehicles ($315 million for heavy duty vehicles)

– $1 billion for “electric vehicle charging and hydrogen fueling stations” 

• Pursuing new ZEV investment in federal infrastructure plan
– Aligns federal policy with state objectives

– Creates more dedicated investment in California transit agencies
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5. Authorize Bus on Shoulder 
Operations // Transit Efficiency
• Sponsoring legislation to expand authority to operate transit 

buses on highway shoulders
– Builds on CTC recommendation

– Improves transit travel time and reliability 

– Includes provisions to ensure operational safety

• Sponsoring AB 917 (Allen) to discourage illegal parking in 
transit-only lanes, bus stops 

– Improves transit travel time and reliability 

– Addresses safety concerns raised by disabled Californians
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6. Continue to Move Projects 
through the CIG Pipeline
• Pursuing increased capacity in Capital Investment Grant 

program through surface transportation reauthorization

• May pursue additional large-scale investments in California transit 
projects in federal infrastructure plan
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@CalTransit

California Transit
Association

California Transit
Association

@CalTransit

1415 L St, Suite 1000 
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 446-4656 

info@caltransit.org

caltransit.org
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