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Pragidant Joseph R Biden Jr. The Honorabie Charles E. Schumer

United States of America mﬂlm

1600 Permsyivania Awvenue, WW Siales Serale

‘Washingion, DC 20500 S22, U.S. Capitol
Washingion, DC 20510

The Honorabie Nancy Peios!

Speakar of the Housa The Honorable Mich MeConned]

Unitag States House of Representatives Feepublican Laader

H-Z32, 1S, Capiiol Urited States Senate

Washingion, OC 20515 §-230, U.5. Capitol
‘Washingion, DC 20510

The Honorabie Kevin McC:arthy

Leader

Unitadt States House of Representatives

H-o0, LS. oi

Washingion, DC 20515

President Biden, Speaker Pelosl, Leader Schumer, Leader McCanthy and Leader MoConnell

Cwr coalition of transportation, [abor, business, Infrasiructure, environmental and social [estice leaders hank
you for your strong support for transit agencies nationwide throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. The emergency
funding provided fo fransit agencies by Congress a5t year nas helped stave off the most severs sanice
reductions and warkforce |ayoiTs, which would have devastated the communities that have continued o rely on
fransh service during today's public health criss.

‘Wa applaud your commiimeant to provide $30 billlon In new opsrational funding to fransit agencies
nationwids. This funding level will addrags the operating nesds faced by the Industry Info 2023,
Moreover, ag you finalize the next round of emergency rellsf, we urgs you to confinue to snaure that
Callfornla recelves It falr share of total funding a0 that transit agencles of all sizes throughout our
atate can bensfit from the additional cperatienal support.

This funding s wial to transi agencies aperating In rural, wiban and subwrhan settings s Mey continue to
grappe with steep declines In ridership and revenues due to the pandemic-inducad economic downium.

A viable pulic translt network s necessary 1o help support ess2ntial and frontline workers as well a5
communities disprogorionately hurt by the pandemic, to protect strong and neaithy communites, avoid the loss
of thousands of good-paying local jobs, and 1o sUDPo a balanced economic recavery.

Surveys have found that the majortty of Calfomilans wha contimus for=ly on translt during the pandemiz, are
sing the sanvice to get to work, are ovenwhelmingly low-income andipeople of color, and 1ack access to a
personal venhicle. Redwcad transit senvice dispropontionately hams these communities, making it maore @iMcult
Tor them to provise for thelr families and threatening the heakh of local economies.

Transit agencies themseives have significant Impacis on local economies. The Calfornia Transht Association
estimates that more than 25,000 Calfornians are dinecly employed by fransit agencles, but many agencles are
considering or have already made culs to personnel due 1o the severs bugget shorifalls.

Without additional funding Tor transit operations, sarvice and workforcs cuts that ware avolded 31 yaar wil
procaed this year. Morzover, ransit agencies will delay capital improvement projects and transit vehicke
procurements, and defer payments to confraciors. These cuts wil compromiss the condition of ransi assets,
undesmine the rode of Callfomia's ransk agencies In mesting our state’s environmental goals, slow the
deployment of zero-emission buses, and reswt In oo loss=s In construction a5 well as domestic and Callfomia-
based manufaciming.

Thie emergency funding we raquest today would establish funding cestainty to better allow wansit agencies 1o
navigate the crisis.

Ensuring C3lfornia's pubilc ransit agencies can continue to provide essentlal seqvice and Invast In caplial
projects ks critical to 3 balanced economic recovery, our qualty of Ife, and o achieving our state's amoltioss
envimnmeantal goals.

Piease help us sava kocal public fransit.

Sincerely,

Nichaal Pimantel, Execatiee Direcion Shane Gusman, Legislative Advwcaie

Calltomla Tranalt Associaticn Califomila Confarence Soard of the
Amalgamated Transt Unlon

Tim Elder, Praskdent

Mational Fedsration of the Blind California Klana Valentine, Exacutive Dinecion
Transportation Callfornia

Michasl , Exacutive Diracior
Calitormia Allkancs Tor Jobs:

Fick L Callenger, President
Califomila - Hawall Stabe Confersnce MAACP

Shane Gusman, Director
Callfomila Teameters Public Aftalrs Councll Liowie Creta, Direcion

Califomila State Lagislative Board
Bill Higgins, Executive Direcior SMART-Transportation Division
Callfomila Association of Counclls of
Govemment (CALCOG)
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Updates On California’s High-Speed Rail Project
/ Saving Public Transit Amid Pandemic, Zero

Emissions Vehicles In CA Budget / New State !

|

License Plates Promoting, oiryian

o LISTEN TC FULL SHOW

Help Keep Transit

The Emergency Funding Idez

As U.S. agencies push Congress for aid, transit advocates
scrape together funds, from online delivery fees to gas tai

Alive

By Laura Bliss
December 11, 2020, 4:00 AM PST
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IN SUMMARY

California transit agencies need immediate azsistance frol
government to overcome today's challenges from COVIDH

By Michael Pimentel, Speci

o
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California's public transit agencies are facing unprecedented budget deficits due to
depressed ridership, reduced sales tax revenues and the high cost of implementing
health and safety measures designed to keep transit frontline workers and riders safe.

To remain viable, public transit agencies have been forced to make painful decisions,

like reducing service levels, slowing capital projects and furloughing employees.
Without further federal and state action, these decisions could become permanent,
leaving communities across the state with service that is severely compromised.

Sadly, we know that those hurt most by the pandemic-induced service reductions are
low-income people and people of coler, the very Californians already suffering
disproportionately from the health and economic impacts of the crisis. These
Californians, who are essential to our state no matter the time, face longer trip times
and less reliable service, making it harder for them to get to work, access medical care
and to care for loved ones.

Federal and state governments must take immediate action to support these
Californians and lay the foundation for an eguitable recovery with transit at its core.

Gov. Gavin Mewsom's January budget acknowledged this and signaled his support for

ongoing federal relief for Califarnia’s transit agencies. His push, which complements
our own efforts in Washingtan, D.C., helped secure relief for transit in President Joe
Biden's proposed $1.9 trillion emergency relief bill. The plan is expected to be debated
by Congress soon.

While we wait for Congress to act, the state Legislature must take a series of
immediate actions to support transit and those who rely on it. Specifically, we request
that the Legislature extend a series of statutory relief measures passed last year that
provided transit agencies with short-term relief from the efficiency requirements in
various transit funding programs. These requirements, which impose financial
penalties on transit agencies for non-compliance, wrongly focus on transit efficiency at
a time when transit is operating as a lifeline.,




Emergency Funding Relief CaiforniaTransit =

CRRSAA American Rescue Plan
 Includes $14 billion for transit  Includes $30 billion for transit
agencies nationwide agencies nationwide
— $2.1 billion for California’s transit — $3.99 billion for California’s transit
agencies agencies

« Status: Signed by President Trump -« Status: Signed by President Biden
on December 27 on March 11



Breakdown of National Transit Funding CalfornaTransic g

« $30.5 billion allocated as follows:
— FTA5307: $26.086 billion
— FTA5310: $50 million
— FTA5311: $317.2 million
— FTA 5311(f): $100 million
— Discretionary: $2.207 billion
— FTA 5309 (CIG plus up): $1.675 billion



California Transit Agencies’ Share CaliforniaTransit

- 5 us ]
® FTA 53 0 7 L] $3 ] 959 ) 863 ] 50 9 COVID-19 NEWS BUS RAIL TECHNOLOGY SAFETY & SECURITY ALT. MOBILITY MANAGEMENT TRANSIT BIDS CAREER CENTER
Get the latest RAIL NEWS
Stay on track | swisnt toyourinbo.
« FTA 5311: $27,104,027
- ’ ) HOME | MANAGEMENT
CA: Struggling Bay Area public transit agencies win big in
American Rescue Plan
- FTA5310 (P 200k >): $4,282,420 : — - - -
o L] > L] 3 3 Federal funds have kept agencies, including BART and Muni, afloat this year, running decreased service
but retaining workers.
By Mallory Moench
Source San Francisco Chronicle (TNS)
Mar 11th, 2021
 FTA 5310: (Pop. 50k-200k): $979,535 -
" ) ) ’ (s ]om]v]o]
Mar. 11-The Bay Area expects to receive approximately 517 billion out of $30.5
billion nationally in the just-passed stimulus bill to help struggling public RFPS,
[ ]

FTA 531 0 (Pop_ 50k <): $395, 1 48 transportation agencies that have lost riders and revenue. The money will flow into m:us AND BIDS

census-designated urban areas, with San Francisco-Oakland getting the largest
ach transit in pl

chunk at $1.25 billion.

Federal funds have kept agencies, including BART and Muni. afloat this year,
I 0 I AI L] $ 3 9 9: 2 6: 24 6 3 9 running decreased service but retaining workers. New funds would help avoid mass
U bJ b bJ layoffs and drastic serviee cuts, but long-term financial challenges remain and

future budget shortfalls are likely to continue for years, agencies said.

The Metropolitan Transportation Commission will divide the new funding between NY: Lawmakers sink Cuomo's plan to raid
$160M from New York's mass transit

operators over the next few months. The agency is still working on divvying up part

of the second stimulus bill passed by Congress last year later in March.

OH: Stark Area Regional Transit
Authority bus system aiming to
million for Caltrain electrification, 387 million for BART's Transbay Corridor Core rebrand by this summer

s money for capital infrastructure projects, with 552

Capacity Program and 523 million for the Central Subway. The BART extension {rom

San Jose to Santa Clara didn't make the cut after a Republican protest. Agencies ment
also get the chance to apply for $2.2 billion in other emergency relief. CA: Marin transit agencies hope COVID
stimulus fuels rebound

Mar 16th, 2021

Here's a breakdown of the allocation to urbanized areas:




Vaccine Prioritization for Transit Workers Ca"fomiaTrans&

Association

Transportation and logistics — public
transit/airport and commercial airlines

* Public transit workers, including airport workers
for commercial airlines (but not private
airplanes), will be eligible for COVID-19
vaccination. They are at high risk for
occupational exposure, and maintaining
continuity of transportation operations is critical.

« See CDPH'’s Provider Bulletin (updated on
March 11, 2021) for details, including a fact
sheet on vaccines for people with high-risk
medical conditions or disabilities.

COVID vaccine: California public transit workers eligible starting Monday

Workers at BART, Caltrain, VTA and other agencies will soon be ahle to get shots

00w



https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Provider-Bulletin-2-12-21.aspx
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/vaccine-high-risk-factsheet.aspx

Statutory Relief for Transit Agencies CaliforniaTransit =

\
Hold Harmless Provision for STA, STA-SOGR, LCTOP

@ Suspension of Financial Penalties (TDA)

\

Suspension of Financial Restrictions (STA)

|
e Exclusions to Calculation of Farebox Recovery Ratios/Efficiency Criteria

[
& Temporary Suspension of Farebox Recovery Ratios/Efficiency Criteria

e Streamlining of TDA Performance Audits
/




Why These Actions Matter gsasjjjgggrjaTraHSb

92% of today’s riders are using transit to commute to work. Many riders
are essential workers. Many have no other transportation options.

* Pre-crisis, transit ridership reflected a 50/50 gender split; today, 56% of riders are female.
« Since the pandemic, Black and Latino riders comprise the majority of transit riders.
* More than 20% work in health care services. Almost 20% work in food preparation.

10
survey conducted by Transit App
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Future of Transit Report gggjggggaﬂansb

* Includes 17 recommendations
with examples from California

— 11 operational/technological
recommendations

— 6 policy recommendations TRANSIT IS

Recommendations for the Future of Transit

* Provides readers with additional
background on the Association’s
survey process, prioritization,
sources

Prepared by COVID-18 Transil Crisis Relied Task Fonce
July 21, 2020

12



Policy Recommendations ggg:ggggaﬂansb

1. Provide emergency funding to transit agencies

2. Institute new local government funding options to support transit and
infrastructure near transit

3. Expedite transit project delivery

4. Increase funding for zero-emission buses and charging/refueling
infrastructure

5. Authorize operation of transit buses on highway shoulders
6. Continue to move projects through the CIG pipeline

13



CaliforniaTrans

Funding Options

2. Institute New Local Government ’

« Supporting ACA 1 (Aguiar-Curry) to lower voter-threshold for
special taxes

— Supports passage of local option sales taxes

— Increases funding available to transit projects

14



3. Expedite Transit Project Delivery g?sasjjjgggrjaTraHSb

« Supporting SB 44 (Allen) to create expedited judicial and
administrative review for transformative transit projects

* Implementing SB 288 (Wiener) to exercise short-term statutory
exemptions to CEQA

15



4. Increase Funding for ZEBs, CaiforniaTransi

Infrastructure

« Supporting Administration’s proposed $1.5 billion investment in
ZEVs and ZE Infrastructure

— $465 million for clean vehicles ($315 million for heavy duty vehicles)

— $1 billion for “electric vehicle charging and hydrogen fueling stations”

* Pursuing new ZEV investment in federal infrastructure plan
— Aligns federal policy with state objectives

— Creates more dedicated investment in California transit agencies

16



5. Authorize Bus on Shoulder Ca“fomiawansb

Association

Operations // Transit Efficiency

« Sponsoring legislation to expand authority to operate transit
buses on highway shoulders

— Builds on CTC recommendation
— Improves transit travel time and reliability

— Includes provisions to ensure operational safety

« Sponsoring AB 917 (Allen) to discourage illegal parking in
transit-only lanes, bus stops

— Improves transit travel time and reliability

— Addresses safety concerns raised by disabled Californians

17



6. Continue to Move Projects CatforniaTransit -

through the CIG Pipeline

* Pursuing increased capacity in Capital Investment Grant
program through surface transportation reauthorization

* May pursue additional large-scale investments in California transit
projects in federal infrastructure plan

18



Contact Us

1415 L St, Suite 1000
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916) 446-4656

@ iInfo@caltransit.org
caltransit.org

@CalTransit
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